
June 24, 2020 

New Lifers, 

ReGathering Review 

Last Sunday, June 21st New Life Church ReGathered for live-stream, drive-in and in-
person worship. Approximately 100 attendees joined us for in-person worship, while 
about 400 viewers watched through live-stream. During in-person worship, attendees 
practiced social distancing, non-touch greetings, and wore masks. I believe NLC 
executed an extremely healthy and safe environment for those who gathered in-
person and will maintain this environment moving forward.  

ReGathering June 28, 2020 

This coming Sunday, June 28th, NLC will again offer live-steam, drive-in and in-
person worship. I created a video last week explaining the details of our plan. If you 
haven’t seen it yet,  click here for detailed information. If you plan to attend in-
person worship Sunday, register your family counting everyone in your family who will 
require a seat. We can accommodate 125 individuals at each worship opportunity on a 
first come, first served basis. Before registering for in-person or drive-in worship, 
familiarize yourself with the guidelines posted on the registration form. Please click 
here to register and view the guidelines. 

On Sunday, there will be one baptism during 11:00 a.m. worship. Communion will be 
served at both 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. Communion elements for in-person worship will 
be pre-sealed and a gluten free option will be available. Drive-in attendees are 
welcome to enter the NLC lobby and secure communion elements prior to the beginning 
of worship. Those joining us through live-stream, can prepare their communion 
elements prior to the beginning of worship.  

Pastoral Comments: 

At the end of my first visit to Porta Prince, Haiti, I was dropped off by my host at the 
airport. I was alone, outside an unknown airport, where a different language was 
spoken, and an unfamiliar culture practiced. As I looked at the airport entrance, there 
were two lines of travelers waiting to enter the airport. Since I always fly coach, I took 
my place at the end of the long line. I was wishing that my host was still with me as my 
concern grew about making my flight on time. At about that time, an airport attendant, 
who seemed to be controlling, who was permitted into the airport, left his post, came to 
the end of my long line, ushered me to the front and gave me immediate entrance into 
the main lobby. I was treated with privilege throughout the check-in process. Monetary 
tips were expected by the Haitian attendants, which I had the cash to pay. While wading 
through the seas of humanity in the airport lobby, I experienced some anxious 



moments. When I finally arrived at my gate and was waiting for my flight, I began to 
reflect on what had just happened. 

I was uncomfortable with what appeared to be my privileged treatment. I wondered 
about the long line of Haitians seeking entrance into the airport - would they make it to 
their flight on time. I will never know if my ethnicity or my financial ability to adequately 
tip for every special service was the reason that my luggage wasn’t plundered like some 
others. Why wasn’t I required to provide the identification that others were before 
passing through security? Why didn’t I need to go through security and be scanned?  I’ll 
never know. 

I received preferential treatment that day and here’s what James 2 says about 
preferential treatment in God’s Kingdom:  

My dear brothers and sisters,[a] how can you claim to have faith in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ if you favor some people over others? 

For example, suppose someone comes into your meeting dressed in fancy clothes and 
expensive jewelry, and another comes in who is poor and dressed in dirty clothes. If you 
give special attention and a good seat to the rich person, but you say to the poor one, 
“You can stand over there, or else sit on the floor”—well, doesn’t this discrimination 
show that your judgments are guided by evil motives?  Listen to me, dear brothers and 
sisters. Hasn’t God chosen the poor in this world to be rich in faith? Aren’t they the ones 
who will inherit the Kingdom he promised to those who love him? But you dishonor the 
poor! Isn’t it the rich who oppress you and drag you into court? Aren’t they the ones who 
slander Jesus Christ, whose noble name you bear? 

Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the royal law as found in the Scriptures: “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” But if you favor some people over others, you are 
committing a sin. You are guilty of breaking the law. James 2: 1-9 NLT 

Preferential treatment happens every day around us. The poor and the oppressed, like 
my Haitian brothers and sisters, seem forgotten, while the wealthy and powerful are 
moved to the front of the line. Here, James reaffirms a different guideline for followers of 
Jesus. Love your neighbor, prefer others over yourself, and treat everyone with equal 
value. For Christ has chosen the poor to be rich in faith, and they are better positioned 
to inherit the Kingdom He promised.  

I will never know why I was treated so royally at the Porta Prince International Airport 
that day. I still think about the Haitians, waiting in the long line. I wonder what they 
thought of my privilege. Jesus said it: The greatest among you must be a servant. But 
those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted. Matthew 23:11-12 NLT. 



At this moment in our nation’s history, may we, as Followers of Jesus, walk humbly 
before the Lord and humbly before our fellow human beings. 

Updates: 

• In-person and Drive-in worship will be offered at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. at New Life 
Church, 3205 Cannonball Trl. Yorkville, IL 60560. 

• “Live Streaming” worship will continue to be offered at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
• Kid’s and Student Ministries will continue to be exclusively online, HOWEVER, 

plans are being made to reopen both in the near future. Keep your eye on our 
website. 

• Office hours will be resume at the Cannonball Campus on July 1, 2020.  
o o   Monday thru Thursday – 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
o o   Friday – 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

• NLC is scheduling private parent/child dedications or water baptisms for those 
interested. You can schedule one of these sacred actions by contacting Linda 
Kellogg at lkellogg@nlcyorkville.org or 630-553-0200 for the details. 

I hope you will join us Sunday morning at 9:00 or 11:00 a.m. for NLC’s “live stream”, 
drive-in, or In-person worship. Be courageous and invite a friend to join you as I 
conclude the series, “Following Jesus.” Explore all of NLC’s online ministry 
at www.nlcyorkville.org/online. 

If you have comments, suggestions or ways you’d like to help, please email them 
to jlawson@nlcyorkville.org. Looking forward to hearing from you. 

Final Note: 

Please don’t forget to give online at www.nlcyorkville.org/give or mail your check to New 
Life Church, 3205 Cannonball Trail, Yorkville, IL 60560. Your generous financial support 
is so appreciated and so essential at this time and always.   

Walking Humbly Before God, 

Pastor Jon  

 
 


