
May 27, 2020 
 
New Life Family, 
 

“Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of 
them. And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other 
languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.”  Acts 2:3-4 (NLT) 
 
May 31st is Pentecost Sunday. I’d like to think of the Holy Spirit’s coming as a global 
illumination, the opposite of a global pandemic. A global pandemic sickens and restricts 
people while a global illumination empowers and frees people. The Holy Spirit came to 
a group of obedient followers of Jesus who were waiting and anticipating what was next. 
While the pandemic came to a world unaware of its arrival, and certainly not expecting 
its contagious nature, the Spirit filled all those who would open themselves to its life 
transforming power. The fearful became courageous, the timid became bold, and the 
unbelieving became faithful followers of Jesus Christ.  
 
In the COVID-19 pandemic, we have been instructed to “stay at home,” “keep social 
distance,” “wear masks in public,” “wash our hands,” and other encouragement to 
prevent others and ourselves from becoming infected. Pentecost was quite the opposite 
experience. After being filled with the Holy Spirit, those followers of Jesus shouted the 
praises of God loudly in Jerusalem’s public squares. Many became followers of Jesus 
and returned to their hometowns to spread the message that Christ died, Christ rose, 
and Christ will come again. The people who received the message of Pentecost were 
redeemed and restored while the COVID-19 pandemic infected and sickened. The Spirit 
drives us out, while the pandemic forces us in.  
 
We are all praying that this infectious disease will be contained and eventually 
eliminated while this week we pray that the flame of the Holy Spirit will burn with 
purifying heat in our hearts, empowering each one of us to be courageous, bold, and 
faithful to spread and demonstrate the message of Jesus Christ regardless of the crises.    
 
Pastoral Comments:  
Jesus prayed in John 17:21 that we would “all be one.” During a season when many 
opinions are swirling around on all media platforms, New Life Church remains focused 
on our essential task, “To awaken the spiritually disengaged to a vibrant life journey with 
Jesus Christ and others.” Even though we may have differing opinions on many current 
issues, we can unanimously agree that Jesus Christ and His Message is the main thing. 
Let’s continue to keep the main thing the main thing.  
 
Updates: 
New Life Church leadership continues to seek God’s direction concerning reopening 
NLC for public worship. During my prayer times, this thought has become more and 
more prominent. It isn’t “what can we do” but “what should we do” in the reopening 
process of NLC.  
 



So, I’m asking you to take a short survey which will let me know how you are feeling 
about reopening New Life Church for public worship. Please follow the link below and 
let me know. Thanks for your time and comments.  
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=MKPctFlxf0O0WvpbB05wUXMlO3aCJBZDjUQZ
NkvGRjNUQTkwSTJNTk8wTjg0OFZISFdIM0xaV0hWWC4u 

 
As Illinois enters Phase #3 of Governor Pritzker’s Five Phased Plan on Friday, the 
limitations for public gatherings remain at 10 or less. This greatly limits public worship 
with the entire NLC faith family. However, if there are families who would like to 
assemble and worship together while watching “NLC Live” that would be awesome. 
Take a picture and post it.  
 
During Phase #3, NLC is scheduling private Parent/Child Dedications or Water 
Baptisms for those interested. You can schedule one of these sacred actions by 
requesting a time at the following link: 
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=MKPctFlxf0O0WvpbB05wUSNJMZD6avBMkolZF
mFxubFUOUpQUjJST080VFJaRk9YUTYxRkdJVEFSRiQlQCN0PWcu 

 
…or by contacting Linda Kellogg at lkellogg@nlcyorkville.org or 630-553-0200 for more 
details.  
 

During the month of June, we hope to open up “drive-in worship” at NLC.  

• “What is ‘drive-in worship?’” you may ask. Good question. Here’s my best 
explanation. The worship music would be live inside the Auditorium and 
broadcasted to the cars sitting on the NLC parking lot through an AM radio 
frequency. When weather permits, the teaching would be outside and 
broadcasted through the same AM frequency. Families would remain in their cars 
for worship. This would give us the opportunity to see our friends and faith family 
from a safe distance, while enjoying worship somewhat together. Pray with me 
that this plan can work and be a beginning to reopening NLC.  

 
On June 8th, the NLC offices will relocate to the Cannonball campus, but regular office 
hours will be announced at a later date.  
 
I hope you will join us Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. as I continue the “Following Jesus” 
series. Be bold enough on this Pentecost Sunday to invite a friend to join you at NLC 
online worship. Explore all of NLC’s online ministry at www.nlcyorkville.org/online.  
 
If you have comments, suggestions, or ways you’d like to help, please email them to 
jlawson@nlcyorkville.org. I’m looking forward to hearing from you.  
 
What’s Happening this Week at New Life Church? 

• Month of Prayer ends on Friday. Mike and Debbie Willhite have been leading us 
in Scripture reading and prayer. Join us Wednesday and Friday “live” on 
Facebook at 7:00 p.m. as we hear God’s Word and pray together. 
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• Kids and Student Ministries continued exclusively online.  
 
Final Note:  
Access all online ministry at New Life Church by visiting www.nlcyorkville.org/online for 
the latest updates.  

• Don’t forget to give online at www.nlcyorkville.org/give, or mail your check to New 
Life Church, 3205 Cannonball Trail, Yorkville, IL 60560. Your financial support is 
so appreciated and so essential.  

• When NLC returns to public worship, we will need many helping, gloved hands 
and masked, smiling faces to welcome back the faith community we all love and 
value so much. Please be ready to volunteer.   

 
May the Power of Pentecost envelop you.  
 

 
 
Pastor Jon   
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